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FRIENDS' VOLUNTEERS WORKING AT NEWLY DECORATED HURON FRINGE SHOP
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HURON FRINGE SHOP

The Visitor Center will be open every day from May 17 on
: from 11:00 AM until 3:00PM. Starting June 21 the hours
: will be 11:00 until 5:00 for the rest of the summer. '
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Lore of the Lake Range Related by Anne Duke Judd
[ ]
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Bees in the Trees
]
m Thinking about MacGregor Point Provincial Park, whether as campers or day visitors, the insects that come
to mind are likely mosquitoes, black flies, or the newcomer, Emerald Ash Borer, and butterflies, more pleas-
ant members of the insect clan. Let’s not forget the bees...even in forested areas, we are likely to see a varie-
ty that includes bumblebees, other solitary bees, and honeybees. For many insects, tree blossoms provide im- .
portant sources of food, extra important when the trees flower early in a hungry season. =

|
Honeybees inhabited at least one of the parcels of land now within the Park. In the centre section of the origi-

® hal Lake Range Lot 20, George Guyer, Senior, had an apiary. Lot 20 is the farthest north of the old proper-
ties, stretching from the high-water mark of Lake Huron to where the present-day Rotary Trail meets Conces-
sion 4, Saugeen. Two other owners held the waterfront land and the eastern portion. The whole lot contained g
about 105 acres; records from the early 1900s show George Guyer as owner of 10 acres, all cleared. His son,
Charles, owned 30 acres beside him, with 5 cleared and 25 described by the assessor as ‘slash’ i.e. not mar- ®

ketable timber.
]

" George Guyer had been a carpenter in Port Elgin; he and his wife Lucy (Hewitt) moved to Concession 4 in
the latter part of their lives, residing there by 1871. Lucy was known as a mid-wife; both were ‘community-
minded’. By 1887, George was advertising his shingle machinery and engine for sale, but he lived here until m
about 1916.

" Small by twenty-first century commercial standards, Guyer’s honey operation was larger than a single fami-
m ly’s needs with, at times, forty hives. The location provided access to fields inland on Concession 4, Saugeen
and north toward Concession 6, and to water sources. The same creek that powered his shingle mill would
have been one of those. Seasonal ponds and the leaves of plants provided other places for bees to gather wa-
ter. Certain worker bees have the daily task of gathering water for honey-making. On early morning walks,

we may see them at ground level on broad leaves of coltsfoot, plantain, or waterlilies.

Willow pollen is an early spring attractant for worker bees. Pollen is important as food for the growing popu-
B [ation of the hive. In anticipation of the workforce needed for the main nectar flow, the queen lays eggs by
the thousands. On a sunny day, pussy willow branches look alive with the shiny wings of worker bees.

Once hardwood trees begin to blossom, the worker bees are up in the canopy seeking pollen and nectar. From g
the red flowers of soft maple, to the pale yellow of sugar maple and ash, the delicate and fragrant flowers of
m basswood, they gather in later spring and early summer. The forest buffet also offers blooms on understorey
shrubs. Around here, forest-dwelling bees will harvest from fields of clover, alfalfa, and birdsfoot trefoil,
venturing as far as six kilometres on a flight. George Guyer’s bees would have the opportunity to visit peach
I trees on Concession 6, and more fruit trees than we currently see between the Park and Highway 21.
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One of the Guyers' grandsons later wrote, “He often told me about how smart his bees were, how they all

rll—ll—ll—ll—ll1
worked together to [make] honey. . .” Honeybees still do that, around the Lake Range.
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Sources: Roots and Branches of Saugeen [Township]

1871 Census, Township of Saugeen

1905 & 1911 Collector's Roll, Township of Saugeen

]

|
- Port Elgin Times, Nov. 20, 1887 ]

Anne Duke Judd. a neighbour of MacGregor Point Provincial Park, is a writer and editor with an active curiosi-

ty about the past.
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WONDERFUL NEW DISPLAYS AT THE VISITORS CENTRE. COME
SOON TO SEE ALL THE AMAZING CHANGES and RESOURCES!
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, June 21
3:00PM Visitors Centre

Come and have your voices heard and lend us your ideas!!!
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Tanagers - colourful dwellers of the forests

One of our most colourful birds of the deciduous forests, is usually heard singing from the
tree tops with occasional glimpses and flashes of red of the male, as he controls his territory while
attracting females. Tanagers, are the species I am talking about. There are four species of Tanagers
that are found in North America, two of which may be seen in Ontario, the Scarlet Tanager and the
Summer Tanager. Of the other two the Western Tanager is a western species as its name suggests
and the Hepatic Tanager is a southern species found in Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. The West-
ern Tanager has wondered east on occasion.

Western Tanager

Only one species, the Scarlet Tanager is a regular visitor to MacGregor Point Provincial Park.
This beautiful fire engine red bird with black wings can be found high up in the forest canopy. Each
spring it is a wonderful sound to hear this bird singing from the tree tops as it establishes its territo-
ry. Its song a “Hurry, worry, flurry, blurry” sounds like a robin with a sore throat. It builds a nest any-
where from 10" to 80’ in the tree tops and feeds on insects found on the leaves of the trees. Tanagers
have stout bills and feed heavily on insects during nesting season, gleaned from the leaves, but will
forage in fruit trees if available.

The male Scarlet Tanager is quite distinguishable from the Northern Cardinal because of its
black wings and no crest on its head. The female is a soft yellow and olive backed bird. All Tanagers

are migratory and travel to Central America during our winter months.

This is another engaging article shared with us from Mike Pickup.

Mike has recently published a new book, “Birding the Trails of MacGregor
Point”. Mike is generously donating the proceeds from the sale of this

book to the ‘Water Snake Pond’ project and the rights to the Friends.
Outstanding generosity! THANKS MIKE!!!!




Scarlet Tanager

One spring, on my wife Vicky’s, first visit to Point Pelee, the first bird that she
saw was a male Scarlet Tanager sitting not more than 5 from the window of our car.

Needless to say, that this bird, is one of her most favourite.

In the spring of 2013, both Vicky and I had the opportunity to see the Western
Tanager that was feeding at the feeders of a residence near Stokes Bay. The bird was a
regular visitor to the feeders, and when we arrived we were ushered into the house to

view the feeders from their balcony, and sure enough it was not long before the bird

showed up. The Summer Tanager is a rare visitor this far north. During spring migra-

tion, Summer Tanagers have been located in Kincardine at the Lagoons.




Please Lend Youwr Support

THE FRIENDS OF MACGREGOR POINT PARK
WATERSNAKE POND OB SERVATION PLATFORM
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The Faends axe propo sing to

xeplace the aged and damaged . SR .
hoxxdwallk: and pe d at Witexnale Fond " \:_"
The exsting shruchae wax deteominediv be \"‘.”\,_.:
unsafe by Paxxk: Sioff and has heen xamoved. \
Wiexr=nale Fondis lo coed on The (Ad Shoxe Road .

Thall abowt aten mimote walk: south of dhe Buxen Caompgxeund
The new Ubsavxtion Flofoom vill provide enhanced vieving
opperhmities fox the vide dvexsiy «f vildtife found in this sp ecial hahiiat,
The pxoposed design vill cantilevex the sbruchxe cvex the wxiex's edge, while

mabbxionng the suppoxt shructuxe ¢n dey land to mimomixe envixcom emial dishaban ce.
Consbruction is plxmed fox Fall of 2014 when watex levds e xbtheix seasonalle west and
conshruchien impacts vdll he minomix ed
Help fulfill the Froends mandxbe to support and enhance the ¢ ducxbic nal and imbexpretive
opperhmities in MacGxegex Font Frovincial Faxle

S of Apcil 2014, we hae xeached approximxbdy 6 5% of cux $6 000 goal. Help usxxise the
addihicnal funds xequixed te malkie this project axeakty.




Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentine Karen King

Images of strong, prehistoric-looking beasts are first to come to our minds when we hear about Snapping
Turtles. Snapping Turtles are the largest turtle we have in Ontario, and they get their name from their notori-
ous bite. This turtle can be easily identified by its large head, small plastron, and long tail which is saw-
toothed along the upper side. These great turtles will range in size from 8 to 14 inches when full grown and
an average adult can way from 5 to 16 kg. Any permanent body of fresh water, large or small, is a potential
home for a snapper. This omnivore’s diet includes various small aquatic invertebrates, fish, reptiles, birds,
carrion and a surprisingly large amount of vegetation. Snappers are scavengers, and are a great friend to us
because they keep our wetlands looking clean by eating all of the carrion in site. These turtles are widely
misunderstood to be aggressive, when really their “snap” is purely defensive. Their plastron - the underside

of their shell - is very small and does not offer protection from predators. This large turtle can not fit inside
of its own shell, so it must snap its powerful jaw as its only form of defense. Snapping Turtles are hunted for
the restaurant trade in many parts of North America, and their meat is considered a delicacy. Our common
Snapping Turtle that is seen so frequently at MacGregor Point is being considered for listing as an Ontario
Species at Risk. A great way to help our declining turtle population is to help them off the road if you see
them. The safe way to help a snapping turtle is to encourage it to snap at a stick, and then gently drag it
across the road with that stick.
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Insects

Find and circle all of the Insects that are hidden in the grid.

The words may be hidden in any direction.
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Please conplete your membership renewral and madl o :

The Foerds of Mar Gregor Pomid Padg K. E. 1, Porit Elgm, ON MIHI(E | The
Friends menbership extends one year from the nonth youjoin _

Mame:

Address:

City: Fuostal Code:

Flore Huntber:

+PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR E-MATTL AS IT HELPS DE CREASE MAILINGS

E-nanl:

Would hle to he coniar ted 4o volumnbesr at of the builds or fumd - radei
func i e BB(¥s 7

Faymert by: Cheque Visa Mastercand

Card Munber: Epov.

o lgnatare:
Menbership Calegpry:
Individu al - $20

Faruly - $20
Donation in aldibon to mentbeship
Total

iDffic1al Tax wecepts willbe 1smed for all
donations.
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